September 2, 2018
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8

James 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

 *********************************
    Silk Purse or Sow’s Ear?
     We’ve got a lot of ways to say it: You can’t make a silk purse from a sow’s ear. It’s no good putting perfume on a pig. A pig returns to the sty it knows. It makes you feel a bit sorry for our porcine friends, but the essential truth is there. A pig fed on champagne and oysters in a 4 star restaurant is still a pig, because what makes the oinker is what’s inside. Deep inside it’s cellular structure each little pink, curly tailed fellow is indelibly stamped “porker” and it will behave as such.

    Now, not that anyone wants to be compared to our split hoofed cousins, but there’s a lesson here. We can wear lovely clothes and expensive perfumes. We can keep a clean house and drive a spotless car. We can even go to Mass every Sunday. But what makes us “clean” or “good” isn’t these things, it’s what’s in our hearts. A loving clean heart will show in our behavior and on our faces, no matter where we are or what we wear. You can’t bury a spiteful nature under a cloak of outer nice-ness for long. Jesus said it plainly enough, it is what comes out of a person that defiles us. This week let’s watch our behavior and see what our true nature looks like. Are we the silk purse or the sow’s ear?
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Weekly Calendar
Monday, September 3 – Labor Day – Office Closed 
Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, pope and doctor of the Church 
Tuesday, September 4
7:00 am: Mass: Doris Braun
Wednesday, September 5
8:00 am: Mass: Jerome & Millie Wehe 
6:00 pm: Thorp Deanery Convocation, St. Anthony Loyal 

Thursday, September 6
8:00 am: Mass: Clayton Kohlnhofer

7:00 pm: Holy League Men’s Group 
Friday, September 7 – First Friday
7:00 am: Mass:  Edit Payleitner  
7:30 am: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

5:45 pm: Benediction 

6:00 pm: Wedding Rehearsal  
Saturday, September 8
Memorial of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
2:00 pm: Sacrament of Marriage – Joshua Symons and Cassandra Harder 

4:00 to 4:45 pm: Confessions

5:00 pm: Mass: John Ziegler 
Sunday, September 9 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:00 am to 7:30 am: Confessions 

8:00 am:  Mass:   Robert Matuszak 
10:30 am: Mass:  St. Mary Parish Family 
General Parish Information
Father Varkey Emergency Cell Phone:  715-937-3664

New parishioners: You are most welcome to join the family of St. Mary’s. Please contact the parish office.

Prayer Chain: Contact Jean Kuhn 937-1161

Meal Ministry: Please contact Mary Sladich 743-4466

Bereavement Ministry: Contact Annie Augustine 937-1432

Elizabeth Ministry: Contact Renee Schoen 743-4059

Marriage: Contact with the parish is required six months to a year before marriage. Preparation begins with the first contact. 

Natural Family Planning: Please contact the Parish Office. 

Baptisms: Baptisms are celebrated during the 10:30 am Mass on the fourth Sunday of each month. Baptisms following Mass can also be scheduled. Preparation classes are necessary. Please contact the office for further info.  

Interfaith Caregivers Contact: 743-2885

Weekly Collection

August 26, 2018
Tithe
 
         

                  $3,375.00                                
Offertory 



         254.01                                  

Student



                           9.30
CCD Tuition 


                       510.00 
CCD Donation 



           37.00
Total 
                                                              $4,185.31
Weekly Budget
                                                $4,479.79
Building Fund 



        $150.00
Mission Coop



        $581.00

Liturgical Ministries
Saturday-Sunday, September 8-9
	Lectors
	         (A)
	     (B)

	Sat. 5:00 pm
	Jean Moseley  
	Delores Schmitt

	Sun. 8:00 am
	Aaron Wanish
	Allen Mohr

	Sun.10:30 am
	Janet Dolle
	Phyllis Carney 


Extraordinary Ministers

	Sat  5:00 pm

Sun. 8:00 am

Sun.10:30am
	Delores Schmitt/Jean Moseley/Mary K Mills
Allen Mohr/Mary Luedtke/Clint Hannasch
Gretchen Fitzmaurice     

	
	


Cantors 
	Sat:  5:00 pm
	Mike Hart/Mary Ann Ingold      

	Sun. 8:00 am
	Rita Kuchenbecker/Renee Schoen   

	Sun.10:30am
	JoAnn Blum/Lorraine Spencer      


   Servers 
	Sat.  5:00 pm
	Charlie Schoen 
	Lucas Moseley 

	Sun  8:00 am
	Kennedy Wanish 
	Lisa Smith 

	Sun 10:30 am
	Aubrey Matuszak
	Gracie Schoengarth

	
	
	


Ushers for September 
	Sat  5:00 pm
	Larry Nauertz 

	Sun. 8:00 am 
	 Richie Kohlnhofer/John Pagenkopf

	Sun.10:30am
	Dan Pekol/William Poeschel/Gary Ruzic


Rosary Leaders

	Sat. 5:00 pm

Sun 8:00 am  
	Larry & Mary Sue Kyle
John Matuszak      

	Sun 10:30 am
	Mike & Kathy Hart          


Greeter Schedule – September
5:00 pm: Mary Kay Mills
8:00 am: John Matuszak 
10:30 am: Bev Bryan       
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Resumes:  Sept. 16, 2018
    
    Parish Announcements
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St. Mary’s Parish Potluck is scheduled for
Sunday, September 16, 2018

The organization of the games is in process. Please contact Kim Swita 715-238-8027 or the parish office if you would like to help with the games or the potluck.  Signups and more information is available in the narthex of the church. 

Also see bulletin insert for more details. 
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Visitation Ministry:  The Visitation Ministry is an outreach of love and compassion of Christ to all who need someone to talk to no matter what you are going through.  Two women from St. Mary’s Parish are working together to bring comfort and hope to the lonely, the sick, the elderly and to those grieving.  If you or someone you know would like to be visited, please contact Anne Durst (715-743-3352) or Annie Augustine (715-937-1432).  For more information, please pick up a bright yellow Visitation Ministry brochure located in the carport vestibule.
CCD Manuals should be ready for pick up next weekend, September 8-9 in the Narthex. Enrollment forms were mailed home and should be returned to the Parish Office to complete enrollment and re-enrollment for all students. Thank you to the parents who have responded to our letter and have returned the enrollment form. 

First Day of CCD will be Wednesday September 12th. All parents and parishioners are invited and welcome to help us begin a great new year by celebrating Mass with us at   4 pm and 7:15pm 
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 Bulletin Board of Active Military Service Members  
A signup is available in the carport vestibule to let us know the names of our active military service members.  On the signup please provide us with the name of the service member and a contact name and phone number.   K Weirauch is coordinating this effort for our parish. 
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Do you consider yourself welcoming and outgoing? Do people say you are a good listener? Do you make new friends easily? Do you like to answer people’s questions about the Catholic Faith? Are you understanding of people’s point of view if they are different from your own? Have you ever considered helping people come into the Catholic Church? Members are needed for our newly forming RCIA Team. If you identify with these qualities, you would be a great asset to our Parish by helping in this needed ministry. Please call the parish office for more information. 

      Sharing the Light of Faith 
A Deanery Convocation Sponsored by the Thorp Deanery 
     Wednesday, September 5, 2018, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 


      St. Anthony’s Parish - Loyal, WI 

BE INFORMED, BE EDUCATED, LEARN, SERVE, and PRAY…..Be the best you can be for yourself, family, others and your parish.  An opportunity for this is the upcoming Thorp Deanery Convocation on September 5th in Loyal.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call 715-660-5021.  Registration brochures are available in the carport vestibule or contact the parish office. There is still time to register and all walk-ins are always welcome. This is your chance for the light of faith to enhance the richness of human relations.

PCCW Meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 11th.  The Rosary will be prayed in the church at 6:30 pm with the meeting at 7 pm in the church hall.  Hope to see you there. 
What You Should Know About the Knights of Columbus

It all started when a parish priest wanted to help Catholic families. The year was 1882 and anti-Catholic sentiment was running high. Catholic immigrants faced hostility and were thrown into dangerous work conditions which could cause early deaths. So 29-year-old Father Michael McGivney gathered the men of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn., to establish a lay organization.  The goal? To unite men of Catholic faith and provide for the families of deceased members.                                kofc.org/joinus
Diocese of La Crosse Parish History Book:  We still have a few books available for $33.  This 350 page book includes every parish’s history and photos, and diocesan history celebrating the 150 year anniversary for the Diocese of La Crosse. 
           Men of the Cross Conference

The 4th Annual Men of the Cross Conference is slated for Saturday, October 27th at Logan Middle School in La Crosse. Flyers are available in the carport vestibule.  Information is also available at  http://menofthecross.org/details or contact Dan Kitzhaber at mensmin@diolc.org
DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE GUIDELINES FOR REPORTING INSTANCES OF CHILD ABUSE
The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and procedures, seeks to provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employee, volunteers, vendors, religious or clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse should send that report to the Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, Bishop of La Crosse, at the Diocese of La Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, you can contact Mrs. Karen Becker, Victim Assistance Ministry, 608-519-8002 or kbecker@cclse.org. The reporting form is available through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of the Vicar for Clergy or on the diocesan website at: www.diolc.org . Individuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly to civil authorities. Copies of the diocesan policy are available through your local parish and on the diocesan website. If you have any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse and the implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at (608) 791-2679; or tbrown@diolc.org
 
Area Events 

RURAL LIFE DAY MASS AND CELEBRATION
Wednesday, September 19, the Diocese of La Crosse will hold the 38th annual Rural Life Day on the Wall-Stone Holsteins farm owned & operated by the family of Dr. AnneMarie Elwing, Kevin, Emil & William Walleser, located at S7414 Fortner Rd., De Soto, WI 54624. The day begins with 10:00 a.m. Mass celebrated by Bishop William Patrick Callahan and is followed by awards, recognitions, blessing of crops and machinery, and a meal catered by the women of the St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Genoa. For a brochure, visit www.diolc.org/rural-life and click on the designated link. For more information, contact Dan Kitzhaber, Rural Life Committee Liaison, dkitzhaber@diolc.org.
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Roe v. Wade on the Brink?

Gospel of Life Presentation by Ben Nguyen
On Tuesday, Oct. 23 at 7:00 pm, Ben Nguyen will be the featured speaker for the annual Gospel of Life Celebration at Blessed Sacrament Parish Hall in La Crosse. Ben, formerly the Chancellor for the Diocese of La Crosse, will explain what we need to know about the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling that has been in the news almost daily in light of the Brett Kavanaugh Supreme Court nomination. Ben has doctoral degrees in both law and canon law and serves as Canonical Counsel and Theological Advisor for the Diocese of Corpus Christi. A 6:00 pm Mass celebrated by Bishop William Patrick Callahan at Blessed Sacrament Church will precede the talk.
Trivia Night with the Sisters!
Come, HAVE A BLAST at the Mater Redemptoris House of Formation Trivia Night Fundraiser! "BLAST from the Past" is on Saturday, October 27, 2018 at Holy Cross Diocesan Center. Doors open at 6pm and the Trivia starts at 7pm.  Bring your friends and we'll provide the FUN, the appetizers and drinks.  Brush up on your 40’s through 90’s Trivia.  Categories include literature, sports, movie, inventions, Religion, and the great state of Wisconsin.   Not into trivia? Not to worry!  You can volunteer, donate or donate a basket.   For more information and registration, visit www.materredemptoris.org
or call Sr. M. Mercedes at 608-788-4530.
ALS Steps For Hope:  All runners, walkers and families who want to raise ALS Awareness, please consider the ALS Walk on Saturday September 8th at the Wild Wood Park in Marshfield at 9:00am.  Walk 1 mile or run the 5K Fun Run - Donation of $25 for adults and $5 for youth includes a free t-shirt and meal after the Walk as well as door prizes.  All proceeds benefit ALS Research at Marshfield Clinic to provide a cure for future generations.  To register, go on-line to:  https://www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/running-cycling-events/als-steps-for-hope-registration/?platform=hootsuite 
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Check out the retreats and events happening at the beautiful St. Anthony Spirituality Center, Marathon WI
http://sarcenter.com[image: image2.png]
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