
  
   
    
 
         
 
  
        
 
 
   
 
 
 
  
  
 
   

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 9, 2018 
Second Sunday of Advent  

Baruch 5:1-9 

Philippians 1:4-6.8-11 

Luke 3:1-6  

 ********************************* 

   

With or Without You 

 

      
      Think about the last time you got involved at church, more 

involved than just attending Mass. For some of us it might be a 

long and painful dredging of our memories, so much time has 

passed. Oh we’re willing and able, but we’re used to letting 

more experienced or eager volunteers get there first. It’s easy to 

get complacent, and a tad lazy, as long as the work gets done in 

the end. But how do we know the work is done? While we’re 

admiring other’s efficiency, it’s hard to see the missing part: 

what we could have added. Sure, that ministry or a service will 

“get by” without us, but who knows what it could accomplish 

with us?  Consider John the Baptist. He didn’t ask who else 

volunteered, or if someone was more qualified. John simply got 

up, got out and did the job that needed doing. Now John wasn’t 

the only traveling preacher in Jordan, and maybe he wasn’t even 

the best preacher. But because John was willing, people’s hearts 

and minds were prepared for Jesus’ arrival. Think of the souls 

and lives that might have been lost, had John left his job to 

someone else. Are you thinking that God’s work will get done 

with or without someone like you? Think again. 
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Weekly Calendar 
 

Monday, December 10 

7:00 pm: Pastoral Council Meeting, church hall 
 

Tuesday, December 11 

Memorial of Saint Damasus I, pope 

7:00 am: Mass: Felix & Roselyn Kotcon     
 

Wednesday, December 12 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

8:00 am: Mass: Grace and Edward Schoen   

3:50 pm: CCD Gr. K-6 

7:00 pm: CCD Gr. 7-12 

7:00 pm: CCD Parent Faith Enrichment, church hall  
 

Thursday, December 13 

Memorial of Saint Lucy, virgin and martyr 

8:00 am: Mass: Patricia Campbell   
 

Friday, December 14 

Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, priest and doctor of 

the Church  

8:00 am: Mass: Ruth Peot  

10:00 am: Neillsville Retirement Home Mass  
 

Saturday, December 15 

12:00 pm (Noon) Communal Confessions, Colby 

4:00 to 4:45 pm: Confessions 

5:00 pm: Mass: LaVerne Schmitt  
 

Sunday, December 16 

Third Sunday of Advent  

7:00 am to 7:30 am: Confessions  

8:00 am:  Mass: St. Mary’s Parish Family   

10:30 am: Mass: Deceased Members of the Statz & 

Schmidt Families  

6:30 pm: Choir Practice  

 

 

 

 
 

General Parish Information 
 

Father Varkey Emergency Cell Phone:  715-937-3664 

New Parishioners: You are most welcome to join the family of 

St. Mary’s. Please contact the parish office. 

Prayer Chain: Jean Kuhn (715) 937-1161 

Meal Ministry: Mary Sladich (715) 743-4466 

Bereavement Ministry: Annie Augustine (715) 937-1432 

Visitation Ministry: Anne Durst (715) 743-3352 or 

Annie Augustine (715) 937-1432   

Elizabeth Ministry: Renee Schoen (715) 743-4059 

Marriage: Contact with the parish is required six months to a 

year before marriage. Preparation begins with the first contact.  

Baptisms: Baptisms are celebrated during the 10:30 am Mass 

on the fourth Sunday of each month. Baptisms following Mass 

can also be scheduled. Preparation classes are required.   

 

 

Weekly Collection 
 

December 2, 2018 

Tithe                                 $4,255.00                             

Christmas Flowers                            10.00               

Offertory               172.07                                   

Student                              17.40 

CCD Tuition                 60.00 

Total                                                                 $4,514.47 
 

Weekly Budget                                                  $4,479.79 

 

Building Fund              $295.00               $75.00 

     

Liturgical Ministries 
 

Saturday-Sunday, December 15-16 

Lectors          (A)      (B) 

Sat. 5:00 pm Jeanne Strey    Delores Schmitt 

Sun. 8:00 am Allen Mohr  Wayne Thomas 

Sun.10:30 am Volunteer Gary Veltus   
 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Sat  5:00 pm 

Sun. 8:00 am 

Sun.10:30am 

Greta Ross/Delores Schmitt/Jeanne Strey 

Jack Hammond/Allen Mohr/Wayne Thomas 

Gary Veltus      
  

Cantors  

Sat:  5:00 pm JoAnn Blum/Lorraine Spencer                   

Sun. 8:00 am Mike Hart/Mary Ann Ingold        

Sun.10:30am Rita Kuchenbecker/Renee Schoen    
  

   Servers  

Sat.  5:00 pm Charlie Schoen   Volunteer  

Sun  8:00 am Volunteer Volunteer  

Sun 10:30 am Josh Cortez Gianna Kuhn 

   

Ushers for December  

Sat  5:00 pm Tim Brekke/Wayne Opelt/Richard & Bridget 

Reil   

Sun. 8:00 am  Walter Domaszek/Rich Kohlnhofer 

Raymond Pagenkopf, Sr./Russell Pagenkopf  

Sun.10:30am Steve Brey/Allen & Anne Durst/Terry Byrne 

Family 

Rosary Leaders 

Sat. 5:00 pm 

Sun 8:00 am   

Greta Ross 

Jack & Theresa Hammond   

Sun 10:30 am Joel & Christine Feucht                        

 

Greeter Schedule – December   

5:00 pm: Volunteer  

8:00 am: Ritch & Kathy Kohlnhofer   

10:30 am: Beverly Bryan          
 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word: 

8:00 am: Kim Swita /10:30 am: Tina Schoengarth  

          

      Parish Announcements 



 

Prayer Intention for December: For the people of the 

Neillsville Community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for our students who will receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation here at St Mary’s THIS  

Sunday December 9
th

 at 2 pm. Students preparing for 

Confirmation from St Mary’s are:  Brianna Heeg, Allison 

King, Alli Schoengarth, Melissa Pohle, Dolorosa Thomas 

 

  
Attached to this bulletin are 

the envelopes for the 

collection this year.  As in 

the past return your 

envelope in the  the parish 

office made payable to St. 

Mary’s.  Please give to 

those who have given a 

lifetime.  Thank you for 

your generosity.  

 

 

 

Parent Faith Enrichment- Our next meeting will be this 

Wednesday, December 12
th
 from 7:00pm-8:15pm in the 

Church Hall. Please join us, even if you haven’t been 

before! Childcare available, please call the parish office.  

 

Presentation of the Gifts at Mass 
During the presentation of the gifts many things occur 

simultaneously: the presentation of the gifts, the 

preparation of the altar, the collection and the offertory 

song. At the presentation of the gifts, the faithful present 

the gifts of bread and wine to the priest, symbolizing an 

offering of creation and themselves back to God the 

Father. This also gives an exterior sign of our internal 

offerings; we offer our prayers and ourselves in the same 

way that we offer these mere gifts of bread and wine, 

hoping that just as they are changed into the Body and 

Blood of Christ, so may we be transformed by his grace. A 

signup to bring up the gifts is now available through 

SignUpGenius. You can also call the parish office to 

sign up.   Everyone is welcome to participate. 

2019 Church Calendars are available.  These calendars 

are a great resource to help follow the liturgical year.   

Please take a moment to pick one up.  

 

Thank you from the Aging and Disability Resource 

Center of Clark County: Thank you for your generous 

donations of food and paper products.  The shelves were 

getting depleted and your donations have helped restock. 

Your thoughtfulness and support for the frail and elderly 

of Clark County is greatly appreciated.  Mary Sladich, 

Director 

 

2019 Church Envelopes are available in the narthex. 
 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 2018-2019 

Target:  $37,250 

Pledges Received:  $24,715 

66% of Goal 
Please prayerfully discern your pledge and return in the 

envelope provided or put in the collection basket.  Thank 

you to those who have already submitted their pledge for 

this year.    
 

Hey youth grades 7-12!! Do you like puzzles? Solving 

mysteries? Join us this Saturday December 15
th
 for an 

ESCAPE ROOM!!! After 5pm Mass and simple supper 

we will be going to Eau Claire to experience an Escape 

Room…..can you help us figure out what happened to the 

Professor who disappeared!? Please turn in a permission 

slip and $15 by Wednesday Dec 12
th
. Contact Stephanie 

Hannasch or Amy Schneider for more information.   
 

Schoenstatt Girls will have handmade knotted rosaries 

and baked goods available for free will donations after the 

Masses on the weekend of December 15-16. All the 

donations will go toward helping an elderly person in our 

community who is struggling financially this winter after a 

series of unfortunate events including having his furnace 

break down and some storm damage on his house.  
 

Christmas Poinsettias: Consider a gift to the church in 

honor of someone or in memory of a deceased family 

member or friend.  There is a designated envelope in your 

tithing envelope box or you can simply put your donation 

in an envelope and provide the name(s) of who you would 

like to remember. Please place your donation in the 

collection basket or send it to the parish office by 

December 24, 2018. 
 

End of Calendar Year Charitable Contributions: As 

the end of the calendar year approaches just a reminder to 

remit your donations for the parish by December 31st
 
and 

send in your Diocesan Annual Appeal by December 26
th
 

to allow time for proper processing for the 2018 year.   
 

Mark Your Calendar 

St. Mary’s Parish Leadership Party 

Friday, January 4, 2019 – 7 pm  

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine  
 



CCD Assignments 
 

Grade 1 - Mrs. Grota:  Please write out the wonderful 

things that you did for Jesus this week on the red paper.    

Return to class.  Say the Lord’s Prayer each night before bed 

with your parents.  Continue to collect Box Tops.     

Grade 2 – Mrs. Carney: Know Act of Contrition.  Read 

Lesson 10 and complete homework sent home.  

Grade 3 - Mrs. Schmitt: Do Assignment and be ready to go 

to Confession during class.   

 
 

Invite someone back home this Advent Season….. 
Your Father in Heaven wants you to come home, and so 

do we, your fellow members of Christ’s body, the Church. 

The longing you have in your heart can be fulfilled 

through Jesus and his Catholic Church. You are not alone. 

Countless of your own brothers and sisters in Christ have 

returned home, have come back to Confession and to 

Mass, and have experienced the joy of a renewed 

relationship with the God who loves them and accepts 

them unconditionally. Now, you can too. 

https://www.catholicscomehome.org 
 

Winter Parking  

The Pastoral Council strongly advises all people to park in 

the main parking lot during the winter months (November 

through April).  Clearing of the snow from the back 

parking lot and the sidewalks to the north of the church 

may not be complete prior to Mass.  For you and your 

family’s safety, please park in the main parking lot.  

Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

 

 

Eleventh Annual Trivia Night 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 

All proceeds support the ongoing 

efforts of our relationship with  

Uganda Africa. 

 

 

 

 
Please continue to pray to root out wickedness and evil 

from the Catholic Church.   

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our 

defense against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, 

O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God,  

thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

 

Sponsoring a student at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

School Uganda Africa Many of you have generously 

sponsored students at Our Lady of Guadalupe School in 

the past. The students and their families are grateful and 

the students have hope for their future. Student 

sponsorships at Our Lady of Guadalupe School are also a 

vital part of the continuing success of the school.  Sister 

Salome Nnambi generously welcomes students even if 

they cannot afford the tuition.  In the past students have 

been sponsored for $100 per year which covered tuition, 

uniforms, and lunches. In 2019 the Ugandan Government 

directive that a school must stand independent after the 

initial building years will be implemented.  That being 

said Sister Salome estimates the cost to educate a student 

at $200 per year starting in 2019 so we are offering two 

options for sponsorships.  A full student sponsorship will 

be $200 per year and a picture and write-up for the student 

will be provided.  If you would like to participate for less 

than a full sponsorship the donation will be put in a fund 

to help subsidize tuitions.  Sister Salome will apply the 

money to those most in need. If you would like to 

participate in any way, flyers are available in the narthex 

or you can simply place your donation in the collection 

basket noting that it is for student sponsorships.  If you 

have any questions, please call Martha at the parish office.  

God bless you for your generosity in helping those in 

need.   

Area Events 
 

House of Mercy - Christmas Dinner 

 Fannies Supper Club  

5:30 pm – Thursday, December 13
th
  

Ham and Roasted Chicken  

$10 per Adult with Ticket ($15 at the door); $5 age 3-8 

Tickets are available through St. Mary’s Parish Office.  
 

America Neillsville Blood Drive  

American Legion Post 73 

Monday, December 10
th
 - 11:30 am to 5:30 pm 

 

House of Mercy (HOM) is hosting a  

Christmas Open House on  

Friday, December 14
th

 & Sunday, December 16
th 

2 pm to 5 pm -141 Main St, Loyal, WI 
 

Melody Gardens Christian Music Skate Nights 

1200 South Oak Ave, Marshfield, WI    

7:30 pm to 10 pm  

December 28, 2018 

January 25, February 22, March 22, April 26, 2019 

 

Gross Auto Donates to Local Food Banks 

For the 9
th
 year Gross Motors has teamed up to fill Local 

Food Banks in Neillsville, Loyal, Greenwood, and 

Granton.  This year Gross Motors of Neillsville will accept 

non-perishable food items until December 14
th
.   Bring 

your food items into the dealership in Neillsville and each 

item will be matched.  The goal is to pack two trucks with 

food and deliver to those in need this Christmas Season.    

https://www.catholicscomehome.org/not-being-fed/

