
 
   
    
 
         
 
  
        
 
 
   
 
 
 
  
  
 
   

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 12, 2018 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Kings 19:4-8 

Ephesians 4:30-5:2 

John 6:41-51 

 ********************************* 

 

    A Balanced Diet  
   

     We take health very seriously these days. Pick up any 

magazine or newspaper and you’ll be bombarded with ads 

touting whole foods, purified water, herbal supplements. In our 

desperate efforts to live longer, healthier lives the world has 

become obsessed with what goes into our bodies. A balance 

between the four food groups isn’t good enough these days. You 

need to track vitamins, minerals, carbohydrates, cholesterol and 

a myriad of other factors. It may be healthy but it’s also 

exhausting.  

     Sad that this health consciousness doesn’t apply to the health 

of our souls. When was the last time you heard anyone 

discussing a balanced diet for the Christian life?  Where are the 

ads and web sites touting prayer, belief, church attendance as 

building strong hearts and spirits? We know what our 

carbohydrate intake is, but we’ve forgotten the healthiest food 

there is: The Bread of Life. Our eyes are too much on the calorie 

counter and not enough on Jesus. This week, let’s try a diet that 

does more than slim our waistline. Let’s invite Jesus to our table 

and balance our diet for eternity. 
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Weekly Calendar 
 

Monday, August 13 

Memorial of Saints Pontian, pope, and Hippolytus, priest, 

martyrs  
 

 

Tuesday, August 14 

Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, priest and martyr 

6:00 pm Mass: LaVerne Schmitt (Vigil Mass for Holy Day)  

7:00 pm: Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

 

Wednesday, August 15 – Holy Day of Obligation  

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

7:00 am: Mass: Stan Pekol   

 

Thursday, August 16  

Memorial of Saint Stephen of Hungary  

8:00 am: Mass: Martha Blum and Clifford Gross  
 

 

Friday, August 17  

8:00 am: Mass:  Sherry Rogstad  

10:00 am: Neillsville Retirement Community Mass  

 

Saturday, August 18 

Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

4:00 to 4:45 pm: Confessions 

5:00 pm: Mass: Merlin Enstad    
 

Sunday, August 19 

Twentieth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00 am to 7:30 am: Confessions  

8:00 am:  Mass: Jason Lindner & Kevin Opelt   

10:30 am: Mass: St. Mary’s Parish Family 

11:30 am: Baptism – Joseph James Canfield 

3:00 pm: Knights of Columbus Golf Outing, Neillsville 

Country Club     

 
 

 

 

General Parish Information 
 

Father Varkey Emergency Cell Phone:  715-937-3664 

New parishioners: You are most welcome to join the family of 

St. Mary’s. Please contact the parish office. 

Prayer Chain: Contact Jean Kuhn 937-1161 

Meal Ministry: Please contact Mary Sladich 743-4466 

Bereavement Ministry: Contact Annie Augustine 937-1432 

Elizabeth Ministry: Contact Renee Schoen 743-4059 

Marriage: Contact with the parish is required six months to a 

year before marriage. Preparation begins with the first contact.  

Natural Family Planning: Please contact the Parish Office.  

Baptisms: Baptisms are celebrated during the 10:30 am Mass 

on the fourth Sunday of each month. Baptisms following Mass 

can also be scheduled. Preparation classes are necessary. Please 

contact the office for further info.   

Interfaith Caregivers Contact: 743-2885 
 

 

 

 

Weekly Collection 
 

August 5, 2018 

Tithe                                $3,113.00                                

Offertory              180.98                                   

Student                             10.55       

Total                                                                $3,304.53 
 

Weekly Budget                                                 $4,398.88 

 

Building Fund             $155.00  

     

Liturgical Ministries 
 

Saturday-Sunday, August 18-19 

Lectors          (A)      (B) 

Sat. 5:00 pm Jeanne Strey   Delores Schmitt 

Sun. 8:00 am Annie Augustine  Dr. Greg Foster 

Sun.10:30 am Christine Feucht Christine Feucht  
 

Extraordinary Ministers 
Sat  5:00 pm 

Sun. 8:00 am 

Sun.10:30am 

Delores Schmitt/Jeanne Strey/Lance Thomas 

Dr. Greg Foster/Donna Opelt/Scott Swita 

Joel Feucht   
  

Cantors  

Sat:  5:00 pm The Conner Family     

Sun. 8:00 am Kathy Barth/Volunteer  

Sun.10:30am Jeff McNeely/Rose Marie LaBarbera    
  

   Servers  

Sat.  5:00 pm Bridget Canfield Klarissa Canfield  

Sun  8:00 am Easton Swita Wesley Swita 

Sun 10:30 am Christopher Cortez Sophie Hanson  

   

Ushers for August  

Sat  5:00 pm Larry Kyle/Donald Kotcon/Bill 

Krzyzanowski  

Sun. 8:00 am  David Bohac/Kent Luedtke/Rodney Schoen  

Sun.10:30am Larry Kyle/Ken Wirkuty 

Rosary Leaders 

Sat. 5:00 pm 

Sun 8:00 am   

Mary Hartung  

Dr. Greg & Linda Foster     

Sun 10:30 am Joel & Christine Feucht        

 

Greeter Schedule – August   

5:00 pm: Tony Langreck  

8:00 am: Tom & Kelly Silbernagel  

10:30 am: Karen Gilbert & Mary Hartung       
 

 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word:  Will resume in fall     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Parish Announcements 
 

Annual Missionary Cooperative Program  

St. Mary Mission and School 

Chippewa Native American Reservation  

Saturday, August 11 – Sunday, August 12  

Red Lake is a “closed” Indian reservation in the Northwest 

Minnesota Diocese of Crookston. While the culture of the 

people is amazing, the poverty creates the “hell” in which 

too many of the people live. It was Paul VI who stated that 

poverty is a “hellish circle.” St Mary’s strives to break into 

that “hellish circle” to make a difference, and through our 

Pre-K through Grade 6 Mission School we hope our 

students can break out and THEY make the difference. 

The Mission is called on in many, many ways to be 

charitable and give assistance to the countless number of 

poor and needy who ask for our help. We believe in giving 

a “hands-up” rather than “hand-outs.”  We believe in the 

power of education to change lives . . . . we feel strongly 

that key to our working for justice is our school. Father 

Jerry is here at St. Mary’s this weekend to give us an 

opportunity to share in their ministry. (Envelopes are 

available in the pews. Please return in the collection or to 

the parish office.) 

 

Do you consider yourself 

welcoming and outgoing? Do 

people say you are a good listener? 

Do you make new friends easily? Do 

you like to answer people’s questions 

about the Catholic Faith? Are you 

understanding of people’s point of 

view if they are different from your own? Have you ever 

considered helping people come into the Catholic Church? 

Members are needed for our newly forming RCIA Team. If 

you identify with these qualities, you would be a great asset 

to our Parish by helping in this needed ministry. Please call 

the parish office for more information.  
 

 
BE INFORMED, BE EDUCATED, LEARN, SERVE, 

and PRAY…..Be the best you can be for yourself, family, 

others and your parish.  An opportunity for this is the 

upcoming Thorp Deanery Convocation on September 5th in 

Loyal.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call 

715-660-5021.  Registrations are due on August 27 in your 

parish or online.  The brochures are in the entrance of your 

church.  This is your chance for the light of faith to enhance 

the richness of human relations. 
 

Enrollment for CCD - Letters with enrollment forms were 

sent home to registered families this week.  Please complete 

and return to the parish office by Friday, August 17
th
.  

Enrollment forms are also available in the carport vestibule.   

 

 

Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the things that other Christian Communities 

misunderstand about the Catholic Faith, the teachings 

about Mary are among the first mentioned. We are 

approaching a great Marian Feast Day, the Feast of the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This is a Holy 

Day on which the Church asks us to celebrate it by 

attending Holy Mass. Two important points to remember: 

Mary was assumed by the power of God, not her own 

power and we are not sure whether Mary had experienced 

death or not when she was assumed body and soul into 

Heaven. Many people might accuse Catholics of treating 

Mary as a god or goddess, but in truth, we do not. Mary 

holds a special place of honor, but she doesn’t do anything 

of her own power, only through the power of God 

Almighty and Jesus. While Jesus ascended to Heaven of 

His own ability and power, Mary did not. She went to 

Heaven only through the power of God. This was a special 

grace afforded to her by God.  

There is no agreement as to whether the Blessed Mother 

first experienced death and was then assumed into Heaven 

or if she went straight to Heaven without experiencing 

death. Either way, she was so close to God and because of 

her sinless existence; death would have held no fear or 

punishment for Mary. For Our Blessed Mother, death 

would have simply been a transition from living on earth 

to living in Heaven with God.   

Is the Assumption of Mary a unique phenomenon? Well, 

we know there is Biblical precedence for assumption as 

Elijah was taken away in a chariot of fire. Couldn’t Mary 

just be buried somewhere? We also know of the long 

tradition in the Church of preserving relics as well as 

saints’ bodies and yet, we have no relics of Mary’s body, 

only two empty tombs in the two cities in which she lived: 

Jerusalem and Ephesus. These things can help us 

understand and believe in the Assumption of Mary.  

 From the Catechism of the Catholic Church CCC #966 

"Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all 

stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life 

was finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly 

glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so 

that she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the 

Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and death."   Please 

join us at Mass for this Holy Day of Obligation in 

honor of our Blessed Mother.  

  Tuesday, August 14 - 6 pm 

  Wednesday, August 15 - 7 am   



Altar Servers enjoy a day at Rivers Edge Campground 

and Water Trampoline Park.  Thank you Scott and Kim 

Swita for organizing again this year.   

Knights of Columbus 

Knights of Columbus August Meeting will be held this 

week following the Vigil Mass for the Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.  The Vigil Mass is at 6 pm on 

Tuesday, August 14
th
.  

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

 

4 Person K of C Charity - 9 Hole Scramble 

Sunday, August 19  @ 3:00 PM 

 

Hole in One Contest 

Prize: $10,000.00 

Cost $ 40.00 per person (cart not included) 

Men and Women invited 

Included are door prizes and a Steak dinner  

Additional Steak Dinner tickets available             

at $15 each!!! 

Raffle with a $250 1st prize and $50 BP Amoco 

Gas Card for 2nd 

50/50 Raffle Too! 

Portion of Proceeds Go To Our Local Seminarians and Sisters 

Contact Larry Hoeser (743-6913) to sign-up. 

Please sign up by August 13, 2018        

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 4963    

 

 

 

 

Help needed for Bulletin Board of Active 

Military Service Members: The 

Pastoral Council is looking for an 

individual or group who would be 

interested in organizing a 

bulletin board for our active 

service members so we can 

know who they are and pray for them.  This would include 

creating a bulletin board for parishioners to sign up their 

loved ones, keeping track of the names of our serving men 

and women, and could also include contacting families for 

pictures if they would like to submit one. Please contact 

the office if you are interested in helping in this way.  

 

Men of the Cross Conference 

The 4
th

 Annual Men of the Cross Conference is slated for 

Saturday, October 27th at Logan Middle School in               

La Crosse. More information is available at  

http://menofthecross.org/details or contact Dan Kitzhaber 

at mensmin@diolc.org 

 

Area Events  
 

Holy Family Parish in Willard will hold its Annual 

Bazaar and Buffet Style Chicken Dinner on Sunday, 

August 26th.  There will be Mass at 9:30 a.m.  Chicken, 

ham, potica and all the trimmings will be served from 

10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  Adults and Carryouts:  $10.00, 

Children 6-10: $5.00 & 5 & under:  FREE.  The church & 

dining hall are air conditioned and handicap accessible.  

There will be a bake sale, Bucket Raffle, and children's 

games.  The Rummage Sale will be held on Sat. Aug. 25th 

from 8:00 - noon & on Sun. Aug. 26th from 8:00 - 2:00 

p.m.   

 

ALS Steps For Hope:  All runners, walkers and families 

who want to raise ALS Awareness, please consider the 

ALS Walk on Saturday September 8th at the Wild Wood 

Park in Marshfield at 9:00am.  Walk 1 mile or run the 5K 

Fun Run - Donation of $25 for adults and $5 for youth 

includes a free t-shirt and meal after the Walk as well as 

door prizes.  All proceeds benefit ALS Research at 

Marshfield Clinic to provide a cure for future generations.  

To register, go on-line to:  

https://www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/running-cycling-

events/als-steps-for-hope-registration/?platform=hootsuite  

 
Neillsville Blood Drive – Monday August 13, 2018 

Neillsville Legion Post 73 – 11: 30 am to 5:30 pm  

For an appointment call 1-800-733-2767  

or visit redcrossblood.org  

http://menofthecross.org/details
mailto:mensmin@diolc.org
https://www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/running-cycling-events/als-steps-for-hope-registration/?platform=hootsuite
https://www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/running-cycling-events/als-steps-for-hope-registration/?platform=hootsuite


Want a more joyful marriage? Take part in the 

Domestic Church evangelization retreat at the La Crosse 

Diocesan Center, August 16-19. Couples attending will 

experience a renewed love as spouses together in Christ. 

Take your marriage to the next level of happiness. 

Register today at diolc.org/marriage-enrichment/ or call 

608-791-2673. 

  

http://diolc.org/marriage-enrichment/

