
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 1:27   

“In the divine image He created them 

male and female; He created them.” 

                                                                 

April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts of the Apostles 3:13-15, 17-19 

1 John 2:1-5a 

Luke 24:35-48 

        ********************************* 

The Monster in the Closet 
     What parent hasn’t chased monsters out of closets? It’s 

universal, this compulsion to imagine beasties in the dark. Why? 

Some say that children create monsters because imaginary 

beasts are easier to cope with than their fear of abandonment. 

The monster can be shooed away by the very parent the child 

was afraid of losing. It’s a trick of the psyche we use even as 

adults.  

     Take the disciples for instance: a fearful week, Jesus’ 

horrifying death and the empty tomb were just too much. So as 

Jesus appeared they panicked: “It’s a ghost!” What do you do 

with a ghost? Run away! Run away from this intimidating world 

where the resurrected Lord appears in your dining room. Run 

away from the awesome responsibility of carrying the gospel 

message. Yet mercifully, Jesus didn’t laugh at this childish 

behavior. Instead He offered simple proof to calm them. Touch 

me and give me something to eat. See, no ghosts here. Are you 

facing something fearful today? Something big and beastly 

lurking in the closet? Don’t run away - reach out and touch your 

Lord, feast at His table and watch those monsters shrink to a 

manageable size.  
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Weekly Calendar 
 

Monday, April 19 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday, April 20 

6:00 am:  Eucharistic Adoration 

7:00 am:  Mass: † Bonaventure Thereau 

7:15 pm:  Knights of Columbus Meeting –  

                Church Hall 
 

Wednesday, April 21 

Memorial of Saint Anselm, bishop and doctor of the 

Church 

7:00 am:  Eucharistic Adoration 

8:00 am:  Mass: † Mary Lou England 

3:50 pm:  CCD – K thru 6th grade 

7:00 pm:  CCD – 7th thru 12th grade 
 

Thursday, April 22 

7:00 am:  Eucharistic Adoration 

8:00 am:  Mass:  The health of Anne Durst 

3:00 pm:  Divine Mercy Chaplet 
 

Friday, April 23 

Memorial of Saint George & Saint Adalbert 

7:00 am:  Eucharistic Adoration 

8:00 am:  Mass:  † Elizabeth Covington 
 

Saturday, April 24 

Memorial of Saint Fidelis of Sigmaringen, priest & 

martyr 

8:00 am:  Mass:  † Griffith & Gladys Radtke  

4:00 pm: Confessions  

5:00 pm: Mass:  † Bob Opelt  
   
Sunday, April 25 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

8:00 am:  Mass:   St Mary’s Parish Family 

9:45 am – 10:20 am:  Confessions 

10:30 am: Mass:  † Viola Marshall 
 

General Parish Information 

Emergency Cell Phone:  906-282-2049 

New Parishioners: You are most welcome to join 

the family of St. Mary’s. Please contact the parish 

office (715) 743-3840  

Prayer Chain: Jean Kuhn (715) 937-1161 

Meal Ministry: Mary Sladich (715) 743-4466 

Bereavement & Visitation Ministry/Spiritual 

Direction: Annie Augustine (715) 937-1432 or 

august.anne09@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Ministry: Renee Schoen (715) 743-4059 

Marriage: Contact with the parish is required six 

months to a year before marriage. Preparation begins 

with the first contact.  

Baptisms: Baptisms can be celebrated during any of 

the Masses or following any Mass.  Preparation 

classes are required.  Please call the Parish office for 

more details.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Gretchen (715) 486-6674. 

Weekly Collection 
April 11, 2021 

Tithe                                                           $6,406.00  

Offertory                                                              69.00                                             

Student                                         23.80 

Easter                                                                 440.00 

Easter Flowers                                                     20.00 

Total                                                           $6,958.80 

 

Weekly Budget                                              $4,269.60 

 

Building Fund                                                   $240.00 

Uganda Student Sponsorships                          $200.00 

 
 

Liturgical Ministries 
 

Saturday – Sunday April 23-24 

Lectors                        

Sat.  5:00 pm 

Sun. 8:00 am 

Sun. 10:30 am 

Delores Schmitt 

Wayne Thomas 

Larry Hoeser 

  

 

 

   
Cantors  

Sat.  5:00 pm 

Sun. 8:00 am 

Sun. 10:30 am 

 

Lorraine Spencer 

Jody & Judy Conner 

Rose Marie LaBarbera 

Servers 

Sat.  5:00 pm Volunteer/Volunteer 

Sun. 8:00 am   Dolorosa & Perpetua Thomas 

Sun.10:30am Andrew & Adam Hoeser 
 

Ushers for April  

Sat.  5:00 pm Larry Nauertz 

Sun. 8:00 am   Jack Hammond 

Sun.10:30am Jeff Hanson 

 
 

Rosary Leaders 

Sat. 5:00 pm 

Sun. 8:00 am   

Lance Thomas 

John Matuszak 

Sun. 10:30 am Larry Kyle 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINDING GOD IN EVERY EVENT OF YOUR LIFE! 
Dear Family, 

   Following is an excerpt from a priest I know from my seminary 

days, Fr. Timothy Gallagher. He is an expert on St. Ignatius’s 

spirituality. In this excerpt he is talking about St. Ignatius 

“Examen Prayer” as a means of finding God active in every event 

of our lives. The following is taken from a 

“Ignatiusspirituality.org”.  

   “A great way to pray is to look for God’s presence in your life.” 

It can be very easy to miss God in the ordinary events of our life. 

“We tend to expect to see Him only in the big events. More than 

400 years ago St. Ignatius Loyola encouraged prayer-filled 

mindfulness by proposing what has been called the Daily 

Examen. The Examen is a technique of prayerful reflection on the 

events of the day in order to detect God’s presence and to discern 

his direction for us.”  

   As St. Ignatius said, “God is found in the details”. I encourage 

you to do this at the end of each day with a thankful heart.” 

1. Become aware of God’s presence. Look back on the events of 

the day in the company of the Holy Spirit. The day may seem 

confusing to you—a blur, a jumble, a muddle. Ask God to bring 

clarity and understanding. 

2. Review the day with gratitude. Gratitude is the foundation of 

our relationship with God. Walk through your day in the presence 

of God and note its joys and delights. Focus on the day’s gifts. 

Look at the work you did, the people you interacted with. What 

did you receive from these people? What did you give them? Pay 

attention to small things—the food you ate, the sights you saw, 

and other seemingly small pleasures. God is in the details. 

3. Pay attention to your emotions. One of St. Ignatius’s great 

insights was that we detect the presence of the Spirit of God in 

the movements of our emotions. Reflect on the feelings you 

experienced during the day. Boredom? Elation? Resentment? 

Compassion? Anger? Confidence? What is God saying through 

these feelings? 

God will most likely show you some ways that you fell short. 

Make note of these sins and faults. But look deeply for other 

implications. Does a feeling of frustration perhaps mean that God 

wants you consider a new direction in some area of your work? 

Are you concerned about a friend? Perhaps you should reach out 

to her in some way. 

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it. Ask the Holy 

Spirit to direct you to something during the day that God thinks is 

particularly important. It may involve a feeling—positive or 

negative. It may be a significant encounter with another person or 

a vivid moment of pleasure or peace. Or it may be something that 

seems rather insignificant. Look at it. Pray about it. Allow the 

prayer to arise spontaneously from your heart—whether 

intercession, praise, repentance, or gratitude. 

5. Look toward tomorrow. Ask God to give you light for 

tomorrow’s challenges. Pay attention to the feelings that surface 

as you survey what’s coming up. Are you doubtful? Cheerful? 

Apprehensive? Full of delighted anticipation? Allow these 

feelings to turn into prayer. Seek God’s guidance. Ask him for 

help and understanding. Pray for hope. 

St. Ignatius encouraged people to talk to Jesus like a friend. End 

the Daily Examen with a conversation with Jesus. Ask 

forgiveness for your sins. Ask for his protection and help. Ask for 

his wisdom about the questions you have and the problems you 

face. Do all this in the spirit of gratitude. Your life is a gift, and it 

is adorned with gifts from God. End the Daily Examen with the 

Our Father.” 

 God bless and Mary keep you! 

    

 

 
(Taken from: http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian 

prayer/the-examen/how-can-i-pray) 

 

 

Parish Announcements 

 
Mass Coordination - Please remember to meet 

occupancy requirements for Mass all parishioners 

must register at a designated time EVERY WEEK to 

attend Mass.  Please call or email the Mass 

Coordinators below.  Thank you! 

     -  5 pm Mass call Mary Hartung at 715-743-3468 

or email 5pmmass@stmaryneillsville.org. 

     - 8 am Mass call Rogene Matuszak at 715-743-

8138 or email 8ammass@stmaryneillsville.org. 

   - 10:30 Mass call Phyllis Carney at 715-743-2464 

or email 1030ammass@stmaryneillsville.org. 

 

There will be a Finance Council Meeting Tuesday 

April 27th at 6 pm in the Parish Office. 

 
Check out the Pastoral Council Candidates 

for the April 24th & 25th Election  

Pictures and write-ups are available  

in the Narthex  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weekend of April 24th and 25th we will be 

having the Pastoral Council Election.  You will find a 

sample ballot attached to this bulletin.  Anyone 

attending Mass that weekend who is a registered and 

confirmed parishioner can vote while they are at 

Mass.  The week of April 19th there will be ballots in 

the Narthex of the Church to pick-up if you are still 

not attending Mass due to COVID-19.  If you would 

like a ballot sent to you, please call the parish office 

and we will send one to you.  Please note that we 

would like all ballots accounted for by April 25th.  If 

you have any questions, please feel free to call the 

parish office. 
 

The new Rosary schedules are available in the carport 

vestibule for those who lead the Rosary before each 

Mass.  Please pick your copy up.  Thank you.   

 

 

Knights News 
There will be a Knights of Columbus meeting 

Tuesday April 20th at St. Mary Parish, Neillsville, in 

the Church Hall.  Rosary at 7:15 pm and a meeting to 

follow.  

 

 

 

mailto:5pmmass@stmaryneillsville.org
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Attention servers, lectors and extra ordinary 

ministers!  Starting May 1st we will no longer be 

using SignUp Genius to schedule servers, lectors and 

extra ordinary ministers.  This past week you should 

have received a letter and information sheet via email 

from Father Greg explaining how he would like to 

schedule.  Please return the information sheet that 

was attached to the letter at your earliest convenience.  

Thank you to everyone who has already returned the 

information sheet.  If you didn’t get a letter and did 

one of the ministries or would like to become a lector 

or extra ordinary minister or have any questions, 

please feel free to give the office a call. 

 
PCCW News 

Annual Collection April 22& 23: Thank you for the 

generous support of the Council of Catholic Women. 

Each year the La Crosse Diocesan Council of 

Catholic Women conducts an annual collection in all 

the parishes so that it may continue the work to assist 

the Bishop and offer opportunities for ladies to enrich 

their spirituality. Programs benefiting from this 

collection include Holy Cross Seminary, Water for 

Life, Madonna Plan, Project Milk, House of 

Formation, Family Life, Persons with Special Needs, 

plus many more programs of service and leadership. 

Bishop Callahan stated in his letter of approval for 
the collection, “I hope the faithful will be generous to 

the LDCCW as you do so much to foster the mission 

of the church in our Diocese.”  An envelope for 

donation will be attached to the bulletin. Again thank 

you for assisting the Council of Catholic Women. 

 

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
 

CCD Assignments 
 

Grade 1 – Mrs. Grota: Please color the color sheet 

“The crowning of Mary Queen of Heaven.”  Say the 

Hail Mary daily with your parents. 

Grade 2 – Mrs. Carney:  Say your prayers every 

day.  Parents pray with your child.  Read Chapter 23 

“Jesus Dies for Us”.  Study the questions and answers 

at the end of the chapter.  Talk over with your 

parents.  Pay attention to what is happening at Church 

during this Easter Season.  How does Jesus stay with 

us after He died on the cross?  What do we celebrate 

on Easter Sunday?  Complete your homework pages. 

Grade 9 – Dr. Greg Foster:  Study your notes for a 

quiz on Chapter 11:  The Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of Jesus   

First Communion Mass Sunday, May 2, 2021   
Please pray for our 14 second grade 

students and their families as they 

prepare to receive our Lord in Holy 

Communion on May 2nd, 2021 at the 

1030 am Mass. 

 

 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2020-2021 
Target:  $37,860 

Pledges Received:  $43,730 

100% + of Goal 
 

Target Donor Participation 100% 

Donor Participation:  36% 

Pledges Received to Date: 

138 Donor Pledges 

 

TOGETHER, WE’RE DOING IT! 

Let’s think of what we can do with the excess to 

make St. Mary’s Parish even more awesome! If you 

have ideas, please submit them to the office for 

consideration. May God richly bless you for your 

selflessness! 

 

St. Anthony School in Loyal, WI is looking for a 

full-time Catholic elementary school teacher for the 

2021-2022 school year. St. Anthony School is a 4K - 

6th grade parish school. Candidates should have a 

bachelor’s degree in education and have or be in the 

process of obtaining a valid Wisconsin teaching 

license. The ideal candidate will fulfill the mission 

of our Catholic school by guiding, inspiring and 

educating students in a loving, Christ-centered 

environment.  Please contact Father Leo Johnson 

407 N. Division St. Loyal, WI 54446 or 715-255-

8017. 

 

Area Events 
 

Zion American Lutheran Church, ELCA is having a 

Roast Beef Dinner with all the trimmings:  mashed 

potatoes/gravy, baker beans, salads, dinner roll, 

dessert and milk.  Sunday April 25, 2021 from 11 

am to 1 pm at the Granton Fire Department 116 S 

Main St Granton, WI.  Drive Thru/Carry Out 

only. $8 per plate.  Proceeds benefit Granton Area 

Food Pantry and Granton Area First Responders. 
 

Holy Family PCCW in Willard is sponsoring a Brat, 

Burger and Bake Sale on Saturday, April 24th from 

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Holy Family Parish 

Center.  Brats and burgers are $3.00, and a brat or 

burger plate including chips and a pickle is $4.00.  

The Bake Sale will include potica and apple strudel 

while supplies last.  There will also be a Bucket 

Raffle and some cash and carry items.  Please stop 

by while you're out enjoying the Clark County 

Spring Art Tour. 



        BALLOT     
 

St. Mary Parish      Neillsville, Wisconsin  

Pastoral Council                  

April 24-25, 2021 

 

The Parish Pastoral Council is the principal consultative 

body in the parish which the Christian faithful, together 

with those who have pastoral authority in the parish, “give 

their help in fostering pastoral activity” (norm No. 6 and 

Canon 536). Its work is to be informed and guided by the 

vision of the Church, inspired by the Holy Spirit through 

Scripture and Tradition. The members carry out their 

responsibilities through spiritual enrichment, a study of 

Christian life, a desire to serve the People of God and an 

ongoing discernment of the relationship of the pastoral 

activity of the parish to the legitimate needs and hope of 

the local community and the universal church. 

 

Please check below TWO BOXES to the left of the 

candidates you believe to have qualities suited for service 

to the parish on the Pastoral Council. Valid ballots must 

have three selections.   

 

 

 Annie Augustine          Larry Hoeser   

 

 Clinton Hannasch        Matthew Miller 

 

 Amy Hanson                            Donna Pagenkopf 

 

        

  

You must be a registered and confirmed parishioner to 

vote.  

 

 

Suggested topics for discussion in the Pastoral Council: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annie Augustine – Hello, my name is Annie Augustine.  My 

husband is Russ Augustine and we have two young adult 

children, Adam and Jessica Enstad.  I have been a parishioner of 

St. Mary’s parish for the past 25 years.  I have been involved with 

the church in a variety of ways.  In past years, I had been the 

Youth Minister, RCIA Coordinator, PCCW Treasurer and CCD 

Teacher.  Currently, I enjoy using my time & talents as a Lector 

at Mass and for Funerals, Eucharistic Minister, Greeter, Rosary 

Leader, RCIA teacher and within St.Mary’s Visitation and 

Bereavement Ministries.  I also volunteer at the House of the 

Dove Hospice by bringing Communion to the Catholic residents 

and by doing visits with the residents which has become very 

humbling.  It would be a pleasure for me to serve the parish on 

the Pastoral Council. 

 

Clinton Hannasch – My name is Clinton Hannasch. I have been 

a member of St. Mary's since 2003. I'm a self - employed local 

contractor. I have been married to my wife Caitlin for 12 years 

with 5 children. I am member of the knights of Columbus and 

organize a catholic men's group called Holy League. I look 

forward to the opportunity to serve our pastoral council. 

Amy Hanson -  I was born and raised in Neillsville and have 

been a lifelong member of St. Mary’s parish.  I am a 4-yr.old 

Kindergarten Teacher at Granton Elementary School.  My 

husband Jeff and I were married at St. Mary’s 25 years ago.  We 

have 4 daughters; Madeline (23), Olivia (20), Emily (17), and 

Sophie (13). I was raised attending Mass and CCD at St. Mary’s. 

I received my holy sacraments here, and our daughters have 

and/or are as well.  I have a deep appreciation for St. Mary’s 

Parish, and care greatly about its future.  I hope to have the 

opportunity to serve on the Parish Council. 

 

Larry Hoeser -  I've been employed at Central Wisconsin 

Broadcasting for 30+ years. I've been married to my wife Cindy 

for 21 years. We have a 17 year old daughter - Maggie, 13 year 

old son - Andrew and a 11 year old son - Adam. I've been a 

lifelong member of St. Mary's Parish in Neillsville.  My wife 

Cindy and I have team-taught the freshman, 8th grade and 

currently the senior CCD class over the last 15+ years. I have 

been a lector for a number of years and a leader of the rosary 

during masses, especially on Saturday evenings.  I am also a 

member of the Knights of Columbus including being the Grand 

Knight.  I was a member of pastoral council several years ago for 

two terms.  It would be an honor to serve on the pastoral council 

board.  

 

Matthew Miller.  Hello, my name is Matt Miller.  I am the son 

of Gary and Linda Miller.  I grew up in Neillsville and was a 

graduate of Neillsville High School Class of 1994 and a graduate 

of the St. Mary’s CCD program.  After attending college and 

living in the Twin Cities and near Wisconsin Dells, my wife 

Mary and I moved to Neillsville in the summer of 2013.  We have 

been married 17 years and have two children Ava (13) and Zoe 

(7).  I have been working as a horticulture supply salesman since 

2007.  I travel nearly every week, to all parts of WI and 

neighboring states, but I enjoy coming back to my hometown 

when I am done traveling each week.  I am interested in the 

Parish Council because I want to actively contribute to St. 

Mary’s.  Also, I want to help make St. Mary’s as special to all 

parishioners as it was to me growing up.   

 

Donna Pagenkopf – Hi, my name is Donna Pagenkopf.  I grew 

up in Cornell, WI where I attended Holy Cross Parish.  I have 

been a parishioner at St. Mary’s in Neillsville for about 26 years.  

Russel and I have been married for 27 years.  We were married at 

St. Mary’s in 1992 and moved to Neillsville in 1993.  We have 

four adult children and eight grandchildren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Workforce Resource, Inc. is hiring!  Job Coach 

Needed!  Job Coaching hours and starts dates will 

vary by assignment.  Will work to accommodate 

schedules.  Anticipate up to 29 hours/week.  Will 

observe program participants and interact with 

supervisors to gain insight into participant work 

behaviors and work readiness.  Job requires a valid 

driver’s license and access to dependable 

transportation.  The employer does not provide 

benefits for this job.  Criminal background check 

required.  WRI is an equal opportunity employer.  

Part –time, temporary position available.  Pay 

$13.40 per hour.  Schedule is Monday thru Friday 

and weekends.  Send resume and applications to 

talfordk@workforceresource.org. 

 

Sponsoring a student at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

School Uganda Africa -  The 2021 School Year will 

hopefully begin soon. Many of you have generously 

sponsored students at Our Lady of Guadalupe School 

in the past. The students and their families are 

grateful and the students have hope for their future. If 

you would like to participate with a full sponsorship 

for $200 or help to subsidize tuitions, flyers are 

available in the narthex.  You can simply place your 

donation in the collection basket noting that it is for 

student sponsorships.  If you have any questions, 

please call Martha at 715-937-0576 or 

email opeltm@yahoo.com.  God bless you for your 

generosity in helping those in need.  
 

 

Spiritual Communion 
In his last encyclical as Pope, St. John Paul II 

explained that the practice of spiritual communion 

has “happily been established in the Church for 

centuries and recommended by saints who were 

masters of the spiritual life.  Saint Teresa of Jesus 

wrote: “When you do not receive communion and 

you do not attend Mass, you can make a spiritual 

communion, which is a most beneficial practice: by it 

the love of God will be greatly impressed on you” 

(Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 34). 

My Jesus, 

I believe that You 

are present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things,  

and I desire You with all my heart. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already in my heart 

and unite myself to You completely. 

Please do not let me ever be separated from You. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE GUIDELINES FOR 

REPORTING INSTANCES OF CHILD ABUSE 
The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and 

procedures, seeks to provide a prompt, appropriate 

and compassionate response to reporters of sexual 

abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employee, 

volunteers, vendors, religious or clergy). Anyone 

wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual 

abuse should send that report to the Most Reverend 

William Patrick Callahan, Bishop of La Crosse, at the 

Diocese of La Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 

54602-4004. Alternatively, you can contact Mrs. 

Karen Becker, Victim Assistance Ministry, 608-519-

8002 or kbecker@cclse.org. The reporting form is 

available through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of 

the Vicar for Clergy or on the diocesan website at: 

www.diolc.org . Individuals are also encouraged to 

take their reports directly to civil authorities. 

Copies of the diocesan policy are available through 

your local parish and on the diocesan website. If you 

have any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse 

and the implementation of the Charter for the 

Protection of Children and Young People, please 

contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at (608) 

791-2679; or tbrown@diolc.org   

 

 

Please continue to root out wickedness and evil from 

the Catholic Church.  St. Michael the Archangel, 

defend us in battle. Be our defense against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke 

him, we humbly pray, and do thou, 

O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the power of God,  

thrust into hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who 

prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 
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